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Dear Sirs, 


The Jewish Labour Committee of Canada, 
organized thirty years ago, has for these past years carried on a 
campaign, both educational and legislative, designed to improve 
relations between the various racial, religious and ethnic groups 
making up Canada's population. We have consistently advanced the 
principle that Canadians are entitled to equal rights, regardless 
of their race, religion or colour. In these efforts, we have found 
strong support and co-operation in the organized labour movement. 

Hence it is guite natural that the Jewish 
Labour Committee is deeply concerned with the problems arising 
from the strains and stresses prevailing between the two major 
cultural groups in Canada. These problems affect all Canadian 
citizens, whatever their origin. Like most Canadians, we feel the 
vital necessity of finding long-term and satisfactory solutions 
to these national difficulties, because failure to solve then 
cannot but retard the progress of our country. It believes that 
the fulfillment of these aims will be achieved, not by the voilent 
erosion of national aspirations, but by the sincerest mutual appre- 
ciation and respect of the different creative values, which each 


culture may contribute to the enrichment of all. 
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The Jewish Labour Committee was founded on the 
ideals of individual and group liberty and equality. Many of its foun- 
ders were men who had suffered hardships and oppression, and were the 
victims of racial, religious, and cultural discrimination, from which 
they fled. For that reason, its members have an understanding of and 
are especially sensitive to the positive aspirations of our French- 
Canadian compatriots. Consequently, we want to stress our special 
alertness to the problems of the co-existence of different ethnic 
and cultural groups in Canada. 

Furthermore we cherish a deep respect for 
the very survival of French-Canadian culture in an overwhelmingly 
Anglo-Saxon surrounding. This survival and the vitality of French 
Canada is in and of itself the best proof that Confederation has been 
effective, a fact which, in the heat of argument, is sometimes for- 
gotten. It seems to us that the ethos of Confederation is now in 
fact one of cultural pluralism. Prior to 1867, there was.a melting 
pot philosophy prevailing in some circles, and espoused even by 
Lord Durham. In fact, under Confederation, the two founding groups, 
French and English, have retained their distinct identity, notwith- 
standing the pressures of large scale immigration. Thus we consider 
every attack on the concept of Confederation as an attack on the 
source of a valuable social, political and cultural heritage, which 
rather than being abandoned, should be strengthened by the continuing 


evolution of a system of positive federalism. 
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However, the heterogenous groups composing a 
Federal state must be sufficiently flexible to adapt themselves to 
those changes which are required for the most successful evolution of 
the system as a whole. Traditionally, with very few exceptions, 
French Canada has sought to maintain its ethnic and cultural indepen- 
dence by stubbornly clinging to its social, ethnic and cultural in- 
stitutions, traditions, economic structure, etc. It has desperately 
sought to avoid the influence of Anglo-Saxon culture, not only by 
maintaining language differences but also by resisting participation 
in modern industrial development. 

These basic differences in the way of life 
were welcomed to some extent by many Anglo-Saxon, because they pro- 
vided a certain imnunity against Americanization. They also gave 
some enterprising industrialists an opportunity to take advantage 
of the cheap labour market of Quebec and to assume key positions in 
the economic and political apparatus. 

For some time deep changes have been taking 
place in the socio-economic structure of French Canada. These chan- 
ges, which necessarily had a strong influence on the outlook of and 
relationships among French-Canadians themselves and the relations bet- 
ween them and other citizens of this country, were impeded by the ultra 
conservative regimes of Quebec. However, the rapid current of struc- 
tural, social, and cultural evolution was too strong to be obstructed 
by an artificial dam. Since the passing of the Old Regime, pent-up 


tensions have been released with such violence that they are liable 
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to place strains upon the very sensitive but most valuable structure 
of Corfederation. The non-French sections of our country have a par- 
ticular duty to understand the deeper reasons behind the present ten- 
sions. They must fully appreciate the profound transformation which 
is taking place ih French-Canada. 

We must look for solutions to these fundamental 
problems, with a sense of sympathetic understanding and a readiness to 
draw inspiration from Canadian traditions and experience, best ex- 
pressed by the principle of cultural pluralism, which Sir Wilfred 
Laurier so beautifully characterized in his famous comparison with 
a stained glass window in a cathedral. First of all we must accept 
the existence of two major peoples in this country. In our historical 
experience as Jews we developed the neaning of people or nation se- 
parate from the concept of "state". People or nation is in Yiddish 
an ethnic and cultural concept. There can be several peoples or 
nations, which together compose a common political unit. 

Does the raison d'@tre fér cultural 

pluralism mean, as some maintain, a system of official multi-linguism? 
We most vehemently reject it. Such a form of multi-lingualism will 
destroy the very basis of Confederation. Because of their historical 
rights, weight of numbers, as well as for functional reasons, we 
accept with no hesitation the exclusiveness of French and English 

as Canada's official languages. English and French should be taught 
in schools throughout the country with particular emphasis on bilin- 
gualism in higher education and throughout the entire school system 


in certain defined areas. 
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This, however, should not eliminate the 
traditional right of every ethnic group to maintain and cultivate 
its particular values and cultural heritage. There is no conflict 
between these rights and the interests of Canada as a whole. On the 
contrary, cultural diversity will raise the levels of Canada's whole 
population and thus enhance the development of Canada. 

However, this does not mean that each group 
should develop its See in isolation from others. The contri- 
bution of each ethnic group should be widely welcomed by the country 
as a whole. We maintain, that through the school system, through 
channels of mass communication (T.V., Radio, etc.) and other means, 
the main contributions of the diverse ethnic groups ought to be 
introduced to all Canadians. Every level of government should sup- 
port bona fide cultural anstitutions of difierent ethnic groups, such 
as schools, libraries, choirs, forums, orchestras, drama groups, etc. 
The Canada Council and other agencies should encourage the creative 
initiative of individuals and organizations among the differenct ethnic 
groups. As a result more mutual respect and greater appreciation of 
the potential contribution of all Canadians to the Cultural Welfare 


of Canada will be sustained. 
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INTER-CULTURAL COUNCIL 

In order that all ethnic groups participate 
effectively and fully in the cultural life of Canada, we recommend 
the establishment of an Inter-Cultural Council, with the participation 
of representatives of the two basic groups in Canada, as well as all 
other ethnic groups, such councils to be established both on the federal 
and provincial levels. These Councils should be responsible to the 
Federal and Provincial Parliaments through the Ministers designated 
for such purposes. 

Canadians of Jewish origin in the Province 
of Quebec certainly are prepared to support the principle and practice 
of full bilingualism. It must be admitted, however, that in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec the proper facilities for speaking French and en- 
joying French culture have not always been at their disposal. [For 
example, Jewish immigrant children even when their language was 
French, could not attend French schools. The existence of confes- 
sional schools in the Province of Quebec has in the past been res- 
ponsible in large measure for the isolation of many ethnic groups 
from contact with and enjoyment of French language and culture. 
We feel that the establishment of non-confessional schools would give 
the parents an opportunity to send their children to ene schools 
of their choice. Jews have in the past, demonstrated their ability 
to speak two languages in addition to their mother tongue, Yiddish, 
and would, therefore, be in a position to make the necessary adjust- 


ments should bilingualism become more prevalent throughout the country. 
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We hope and believe that the present crisis 
in Canada will end by strengthening Canadian Confederation. The 
elements in favour of the unification of the former British North 
American colonies into a powerful confederation, full of great poten- 
tialities, exist with equal strength today, when we are approaching 
the centenary of Confederation. j 

The re-awakening of national consciousness 
among French Canadians and the accelerated industrial development | 
in Quebec should help provide the essential conditions for rap- 
prochement between the French and English speaking populations. 
Cultural development in Quebec must, in large measure, depend on 
greater economic development which should equal, if not, surpass 
the development in other parts of Canada. This, under present cir- 
cumstances, could not take place without a very large measure of 
planning and actual investment in industrial development by the 
State. We feel that this is necessary for the economic and cultural 
progress of Quebec. Such development will, in itself, remove a 
very serious cause of the: present strains and stresses. Both foun- 
ding groups will thus emerge with much greater socia-economic 
Similarities. In the process of achieving full development, some 
basic causes of conflict will diminish and will gradually be replaced 
by a growing feeling of complete and equal participation in deter- 
mining the future of our country and giving a deeper sense of equa- 


lity. Confederation will thus gain new vitality and grow in stature. 
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Sumnarizing, we wish to stress that we con- 
sider the growing dialogue regarding bilingualism and biculturalisn 
as a challenge which, if met in the proper spirit, can and should 
reinforce Canadian Confederation. The increasing pressure to res- 
pond to legitimate French aspirations deserves the maximum sympathy 
and support. French Canadian craving for equal status reflects a 
socio-economic revolution in French Canada. This long overdue re- 
volution need not necessarily be destructive. It can and should 
be most constructive because it may strengthen Confederation. It 
is a revolution taking place in a democratic system in favour of the 
dynamic fulfillment of the basis of Confederation. We must here 
point out the danger of extrene nationalism and even racism which 
may be a by-product of this revolution which the democratic forces 
especially among French Canadians must guard against. We cannot 
but express our view that English speaking Canada must for the 
sake of national unity learn to live with and support the principle 
of bilingualism and biculturalism. Those who would have Canada 
a unilingual country are not helping to keep Canada united but breed 
disruption. Moreover, we consider that unilingualism is contrary 
to the principles of cultural democracy. 

It is the hope and earnest wish of those 
Jews of Canada for whom we speak, to contribute in whatever may be 
within their ability and power to bring about the desired rapproche- 


ment between the two major peoples. We also believe that this is the 
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a ite 
feeling of all other ethnic groups, who together form a not incon- 
siderable portion of the citizenry of this country. Our faith in 
Canada is unbounded, and we hope and pray that a lasting basis of 
co-operation in building a greater Canada, would result from the 


efforts and labours of your Commission. 


Respectfully subnaitted, 
JEWISH LABOUR COMMITTEE OF CANADA 


July 30th, 1964 M. Rubinstein, @.C. President. 
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